FIFTH SUNDAY

SN2 AFTER EPIPHANY
Sunday, February 8, 2026

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m.

United Lutheran Church
Oak Park, Illinois

Welcome to United Lutheran Church! If you're new to worship, parts for everyone
to say or sing are bolded, and parts that the worship leaders will say are unbolded.
A brief description about themes of our worship today:

Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings. Isaiah declares that
when we loose the bonds of injustice and share our bread with the hungry, the
light breaks forth like the dawn. In another passage from the Sermon on the
Mount, Jesus, the light of the world, calls his followers to let the light of their good
works shine before others. Through baptism we are sent into the world to shine
with the light of Christ.

PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (standing)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, "+ one God,

the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who spoke life into being,
the Wind stirring the waters. Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.

Mighty God, lover of justice,

you call us to life in community,

but we have served our own interests

at the expense of our neighbors.

We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.
We say the right words,

but our hearts are far from you.

Turn us to seek your face.

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ,



that we may do justice, love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God.
Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection”

The former things have passed away,

and new things God now declares:

Like a spring of water that never fails,

God covers you in the righteousness of Christ,
and forgives your sin in *F Jesus’ name.

May the Spirit give you strength to live for others,

and bless you with the gift of peace.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN (RED HYMNAL 553) Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Sky
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1 Christ, whose glo - ry fills the skies, Christ, the true and on - ly light,
2 Dark and cheer-less is the morn un - ac-com - pa-nied by thee;

3 Vis - it then this soul of mine, pierce the gloom of sin and grief;
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Sun of righ-tcous-ness, a - rise, tri-umph o’er the shades of night;
joy-less is the day’s re - turn, till thy mer-cy’s beams [ seec,
fill me, ra- dian - cy di- vine, scat-ter all my un - be - lief;
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Day-spring from on high, be near; Day-star, in my heart ap - pear.
till they in - ward light im - part, glad my eyes, and warm my heart.
more and more thy - self dis-play, shin-ing to the per - fect day.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: RATISBON, I. G. Werner, Choralbuch, 1815

*We confess together, supported by one another. The silence gives us the opportunity to confess on our
own. You may find the words we recite together helpful in your own confession and/or admission to God

of where you need God’s help. Alternatively, you may use this time as you need as we prepare to enter
worship.



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon
you. By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace
and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS (sitting)
Mission of the month: Beyond Hunger

FIRST READING Isaiah 58: 1-9a
A reading from Isaiah.

'Shout out; do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my
people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins.” Yet day after day they seek
me and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced
righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me
righteous judgments; they want God on their side. > “Why do we fast, but you do
not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, you serve your own
interest on your fast day and oppress all your workers.” You fast only to quarrel and
to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make
your voice heard on high. > Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself?
Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?
Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD?
“Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice,
to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free,
and to break every yoke? 7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry
and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked,
to cover them and not to hide yourself from your own kin?
®Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up
quickly; your vindicator shall go before you; the glory of the LORD shall be your
rear guard. ° Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer;
you shall cry for help, and he will say, “Here [ am.”
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 112: 1-9
The cantor and the assembly alternate in singing the verses.
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'Hallelujah! Happy are they who | fear the LORD
and have great delight in | God’s commandments!
>Their descendants will be mighty | in the land;
the generation of the upright | will be blessed.
>Wealth and riches will be | in their house,
and their righteousness will | last forever.
+Light shines in the darkness | for the upright;

the righteous are merciful and full | of compassion.

51t is good for them to be gener- | ous in lending
and to manage their af- | fairs with justice.
°For they will nev- | er be shaken;
the righteous will be kept in everlast- | ing remembrance.
7 They will not be afraid of any ! evil rumors;
their heart is steadfast, trusting | in the LORD.
®Their heart is established and ! will not shrink,
until they see their desire up- | on their enemies.
9They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands ! fast forever;
they will hold up their | head with honor.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 2:1-16
A reading from 1 Corinthians.

"When [ came to you, brothers and sisters, | did not come proclaiming the
testimony of God to you with superior speech or wisdom. > For I decided to know
nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3And I came to you in
weakness and in fear and in much trembling. + My speech and my proclamation
were made not with persuasive words of wisdom but with a demonstration of the
Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on
the power of God. ¢ Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a
wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are being destroyed. 7 But we
speak God’s wisdom, a hidden mystery, which God decreed before the ages for our
glory ®and which none of the rulers of this age understood, for if they had, they
would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But, as it is written, “What no eye has



seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for
those who love him”— ' God has revealed to us through the Spirit, for the Spirit
searches everything, even the depths of God. " For what human knows what is
truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends
what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. > Now we have received not the spirit
of the world but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts
bestowed on us by God. 3 And we speak of these things in words not taught by
human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who
are spiritual.

“4Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are
foolishness to them, and they are unable to understand them because they are
spiritually discerned. > Those who are spiritual discern all things, and they are
themselves subject to no one else’s scrutiny.

16“For who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have
the mind of Christ.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION HYMN (ELW 175)
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Music: “Alleluia 7,” Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994, and the Taizé Community
Music © 1984 Les Presses de Taize, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Cantor: Jesus says, I am the light | of the world;* whoever follows me will have the ! light of
life. (John 8:12)

GOSPEL Matthew 5: 13-20
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.



[Jesus said:] ®“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how can its
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything but is thrown out and
trampled underfoot. * “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot
be hid. ® People do not light a lamp and put it under the bushel basket; rather,
they put it on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. '° In the same
way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and
give glory to your Father in heaven. 7 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the
Law or the Prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. *® For truly I tell you,
until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will
pass from the law until all is accomplished. '° Therefore, whoever breaks one of the
least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called
least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be
called great in the kingdom of heaven. *° For I tell you, unless your righteousness
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven.” The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON (sitting) A brief silence for reflection follows the sermon.



HYMN OF THE DAY (standing) (RED HYMNAL 688) Lord of Light
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2 By the toil of  faith - ful  work-ers in some far out -
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Fa - ther, as in high - est heav-en, so on earth your will be done.
Text: Howell E. Lewis, 1860-1953, alt.

Music: ABBOT’S LEIGH, Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-1991
Text © Union of Welsh Independents
Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

APOSTLE’S CREED T

T *What is this and why do we do it? Reciting the ancient creeds together is an action that connects the
church of each generation to the promises made in baptism and to the earliest followers of Christ. The act
of saying the creeds embodies how Christian faith is both individual and it is shared across generations.
You may participate as you are able.



I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

In our prayers
Julie Hudson, Bev Jensen, Jean Szymanski, Joyce Schiffert, Dave Wick, Karen
Threlkeld, Ron Bosack, Erin Kosirowski, Jeanne Koeller, Don Zelenko, Joan and
Susie Gartner, Georgia Leese, Pat Reynolds, Joe Aguilera, Mark Chesney, Tyler
Cooper Kersten, Monica Culpepper, Carol Andrews, Edie Glavey, Helen (friend of
Kathv G).

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (standing)

Following each petition:
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

The prayers conclude: Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and
answers us, we commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made
known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING
At the end of worship today you may leave an offering in the plate on the table
at the entrance to the sanctuary where the bulletins are, or you use our




website <unitedlutheranchurch.org> and the giving tab on the menu bar.
There is also a QR code printed on the last page of the bulletin.

OFFERING HYMN (standing) (RED HYMNAL 677) This Little Light of Mine
Q &  — i
&—F—F—F oo ==
Aj;‘_‘_“ | [— r
1 This lit - tle light of mine, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
2 Ev-'ry - where I g0, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
3 Je - sus gave it to me, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
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this lit - tle light of mine, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
ev - 'ty - where 1 g0, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
Je - sus gave it to me, I'm goin’-a let it shine;

0 s i
[.]

A e R ———| I
— ' —— © —r— - &
I oo | ——
this lit - tle light of mine, I'm goin’-a let it shine,
ev - ry - where I go, I'm goin’-a let it shine,
Je - sus gave it to me, I'm goin"-a let it shine,
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let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Text: African American spititual
Music: THIS JOY, African American spiritual

OFFERING PRAYER (assisting minister)
Let us pray.

God of majesty,

no eye has seen, no ear has heard

what you have prepared for those who love you,

yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy.
Use what we have gathered

to feed us with the reign of God come near,

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING (standing)
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life and Light of all.
By your powerful word you created all things.
Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations.
Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son.
He is your Light, shining in our darkness
and revealing to us your mercy and might.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and rising,

and his promise to come again,

we await that day when all the universe will rejoice in your holy and life-
giving light. By your Spirit bless us and this meal,

that, refreshed with this heavenly food,

we may be light for the world,

revealing the brilliance of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us
today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see.

COMMUNION

All are welcome to commune. Worshipers seated on the pulpit side come
forward in the center aisle first to receive the bread. Then turn to pick up an
empty cup for wine or a prefilled cup of grape juice. An assisting minister will
pour wine from the pouring chalice into the empty cup. Return used cups to a
tray near the head of the side aisle as you return to your seat.

COMMUNION SONG (ELW 199) Jesus, Lamb of God
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grant us peace, grant us peace.

Music: Deutsche Messe, Franz Schubert, 1797-1828; adapt. Richard Proulx, b. 1937
Adapt. © 1985, 1989 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, [L 60638 www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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RESTORING OF COMMUNION VEIL
You are invited to intentional contemplative prayer during the pause while the

ministers restore the veil after communion.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (standing)
Let us pray.
Merciful God, we give you thanks for all your gifts of strength and life,
and above all we thank you for the gift of your Son,
through whom we have health and salvation.
As we wait for that day when there will be no more pain,
when we will see you face to face,
help us now to be assured of your power in our lives
by your Holy Spirit
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you peace.
Amen.

14



SENDING SONG (RED HYMNAL 715) Christ, Be Our Light
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5 Man -y  the gifts, man -y the peo-ple, man-y the
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Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957

Music: CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT, Bernadette Farrell

Text and music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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QR code link to access United’s online giving page.
Thank you. Your financial giving makes our ministry possible.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003740. New Revised Standard Version
Updated Edition Bible, copyright 2021, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Printing of
hymns and songs is with permission of ONE LICENSE #A-724675. Renewed through January 2027. All rights
reserved. Live-streaming of music during this service is with permission of ONE LICENSE #A-724675.
Renewed through January 2027. All rights reserved.

LEADING WORSHIP TODAY
Presiding Minister: Rev. Joanne Fitzgerald; Director of Music: Dr. Cacie Miller; Cantor: John Koster;
Reader: Max Guenthner; Assisting Minister: Chris Galaviz; Audio Technician: Tom Guenthner;
Zoom Technician: Zan Lofgren; Usher: Patrick O’Meara; Altar Guild: Marie Kruse;
Sunshine Club: LaVerne Schwartz; Bread Baker: Jane McCole

Welcome to all worshiping with us this morning. We invite everyone to commune with us. Join
us for a time of fellowship after worship in the fellowship hall on the main level of the
building.

Please record your name and address on a white communication card, check off additional
items as appropriate, and place the card in an offering plate as you leave.

Interested in membership at United Lutheran Church or would you like more information on
participating in an activity or event? Please call or email the church office (contact
information below).

Midweek Moments is a weekly email newsletter containing announcements from United
Lutheran Church and you can subscribe to it on the news page of our website. Printed copies
of the latest edition of Midweek Moments are also available on the tables with the worship
bulletins at either entrance.

Find us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/unitedlutheranoakpark/

Call the church office: 708-386-1576.

Email the church office: office@unitedlutheranchurch.org.

Mailing address: 409 Greenfield Street, Oak Park, Illinois 60302-1143.

Website: www.unitedlutheranchurch.org

Contact Pastor Ole Schenk (he/him): pastor@unitedlutheranchurch.org, or 312-863-9747 (cell)
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Ny Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God's work. Our hands.
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