
 

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY 
                       AFTER PENTECOST 

 
Sunday, September 25, 2022 

 
Holy Communion 

9:30 a.m. 
 

Blessing of Pets and Animals 
Remembering Francis of Assisi 

 
United Lutheran Church 

Oak Park, Illinois 

 
It is in the sharing of wealth that we avoid the snare of wealth. It is the one whom 
death could not hold—who comes to us risen from the dead—who can free us from 
the death grip of greed.  Francis of Assisi walked in Christ this way and filled his 
heart with love for the earth and its creatures. 
 

PRELUDE  (At this time, you are invited to place a photo or object of remembrance of 
a pet on the table near the front.) 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (standing) 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Dear friends, together let us acknowledge 
our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 
 
God of mercy and forgiveness, 
we confess that sin still has a hold on us. 
We have harmed your good creation. 
We have failed to do justice, 
love kindness, and walk humbly with you. 
Turn us in a new direction. 
Show us the path that leads to life. 
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Be our refuge and strength on the journey, 
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

In the name of Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven ☩   
God points you the way forward  
on the road with Christ. 
Journey now in God’s abiding love 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
GATHERING SONG (RED HYMNAL 836)       Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                                  Glory to God / Gloria a Dios   
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled world. 
Feed us with your grace, and grant us the treasure that comes only from 
you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS (sitting) 
 
FIRST READING    Amos 6:1a, 4-7 

A reading from Amos. 
 

  1aAlas for those who are at ease in Zion, 
        and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria, 
  4Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory, 
          and lounge on their couches, 
  and eat lambs from the flock, 
          and calves from the stall; 
  5who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp, 
          and like David improvise on instruments of music; 
  6who drink wine from bowls, 
          and anoint themselves with the finest oils, 
          but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 
  7Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, 
          and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away. 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM     Psalm  146  
 The cantor and the assembly alternate in singing the verses. 

 
   1Hal- | lelujah! 
     Praise the LORD, | O my soul! 
      2I will praise the LORD as long | as I live; 
   I will sing praises to my God while I | have my being. 
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  3Put not your | trust in rulers, 
         in mortals in whom there | is no help. 
  4When they breathe their last, they re- | turn to earth, 
         and in that day | their thoughts perish. 
  5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help,      
      whose hope is in the | LORD their God; 
  6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them; 
      who keeps promis- | es forever; 
  7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who 
          hunger. 
    The LORD sets the | captive free. 
  8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who |    
          are bowed down; 
   the LORD| loves the righteous. 
  9The LORD cares | for the stranger; 
    the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of the  
          wicked. 
  10The LORD shall | reign forever, 
    your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah!  

 
SECOND READING    1 Timothy 6:6-19 

A reading from 1 Timothy. 
 
6Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; 7for 
we brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; 
8but if we have food and clothing, we will be content with these. 9But those 
who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many senseless 
and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10For the 
love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich 
some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many 
pains. 
 
 11But as for you, [child] of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. 12Fight the good fight of the 
faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which you were called and for which 
you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13In the 
presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his 
testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you 14to 
keep the commandment without spot or blame until the manifestation of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 15which he will bring about at the right time—he who 
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is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords. 16It is 
he alone who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no 
one has ever seen or can see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 
 17As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be 
haughty, or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on 
God who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18They are to 
do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, 19thus 
storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, 
so that they may take hold of the life that really is life. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (standing) 

The assembly sings the refrain.  

 
 

GOSPEL     Luke 16:19-31 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said:] 19“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine 
linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. 20And at his gate lay a poor 
man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21who longed to satisfy his hunger 
with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick 
his sores. 22The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with 



 7 

Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 23In Hades, where he was 
being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by 
his side. 24He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send 
Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in 
agony in these flames.’ 25But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during 
your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil 
things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. 26Besides all 
this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who 
might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross 
from there to us.’ 27He said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to send him to my 
father’s house—28for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that 
they will not also come into this place of torment.’ 29Abraham replied, ‘They 
have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.’ 30He said, ‘No, 
father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will 
repent.’ 31He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, 
neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’ ” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON (sitting) 
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HYMN OF THE DAY (standing) (RED HYMNAL 835)   All Creatures, Worship God Most 
High!    
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APOSTLE’S CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (standing) 

Following each petition: 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
The prayers conclude: 
Gathered together in the communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we 
offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
 
 

 
Reciting the ancient creeds together connects the church of each generation to the promises made in baptism 
and to the earliest followers of Christ. The act of saying the creeds embodies how Christian faith is individual 
and it is shared across generations.  If you are new to worship, or if you haven’t been baptized or confirmed, or 
if you aren’t sure at this time if you can mean what you invited to say, remaining silent is also welcome and 
permitted.   
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GREAT THANKSGIVING (standing) 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…  
…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal… 
 
…when, with the world made perfect through your wisdom, 
all our sins and sorrows will be no more. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
…nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, 
that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. 
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
 
…through whom all glory and honor is yours, O God, O Living One, 
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, 
   hallowed be your name, 
   your kingdom come, 
   your will be done, 
       on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
   as we forgive those 
       who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
   and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
   and the glory are yours, 
   now and forever. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION 
All are welcome to commune. Worshipers seated on the pulpit side come 
forward in the center aisle first to receive the bread. Then turn to pick up an 
empty cup for wine or a prepackaged cup of grape juice. An assisting minister 
will pour wine from the pouring chalice into the empty cup. Return used cups 
to a tray near the head of the side aisle as you return to your seat. 
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COMMUNION SONG    Lamb of God / Cordero de Dios 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (standing) 

God of the abundant table, 
you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 
with bread for the journey. 
Give us your grace on the road 
that we might serve our neighbors with joy; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
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BLESSING OF PETS AND ANIMALS 
 
BLESSING 

God, who gives life to all things 
and frees us from despair, 
bless you with truth and peace. 

And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
guide you always in faith, hope, and love. 
Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG (RED HYMNAL 843)                   Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 

 
 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
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POSTLUDE 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003740. New Revised Standard Version 
Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Printing of hymns and songs is with 
permission of ONE LICENSE #A-724675. All rights reserved. Live-streaming of music during this service is 
with permission of ONE LICENSE #A-724675. All rights reserved. 
 

LEADING WORSHIP TODAY 
Presiding Minister: Ole Schenk; Director of Music: Cacie Miller; Cantor: Tammy Dianovsky; Reader: Sharon 
Stadtwald; Assisting Minister: Cynde Kuck; Audio Technician: Tom Guenthner; Zoom Technician: Galen 
Willhoft; Usher: Victor Dianovsky; Altar Guild: Hjordis Halvorson; Sunshine Club: Jeanne Koeller; Bread 
Baker: Jane McCole 
 

Welcome to all worshiping with us this morning. We invite everyone to commune with us. Join 
us for a time of fellowship after worship in the fellowship hall on the main level of the 
building. 

Please record your name and address on a white communication card, check off additional 
items as appropriate, and place the card in an offering plate as you leave. 

Interested in membership at United Lutheran Church or would you like more information on 
participating in an activity or event? Please call or email the church office (contact 
information below).  

Midweek Moments is a weekly email newsletter containing announcements from United 
Lutheran Church and you can subscribe to it on the news page of our website. Printed copies 
of the latest edition of Midweek Moments are also available on the tables with the worship 
bulletins at either entrance. 

Find us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/unitedlutheranoakpark/ 
Call the church office: 708-386-1576. 
Email the church office: office@unitedlutheranchurch.org. 
Mailing address: 409 Greenfield Street, Oak Park, Illinois 60302-1143. 
Website: www.unitedlutheranchurch.org 
Contact Synodically Authorized Minister Ole Schenk: resident@unitedlutheranchurch.org, or 

312-863-9747 (cell) 
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